
 

©2008 Chris Mueller. Permission granted to reproduce for personal and educational use only. Commercial copying, hiring, lending is prohibited. 

How to Handle a Woman 
1 Peter 3:7c, The Weaker Vessel  

A Sermon by Chris Mueller 

 
 

Introduction  

  
     You husbands in the same way,  
2live with your wives in an understanding way,  

   3as with someone weaker, since she is a woman;  
 

4and show her honor  

   as a fellow heir of the grace of life,  

      5so that your prayers will not be hindered 
 

#1 Treat your wife and all women with TENDERNESS   from 

weaker 
1 Corinthians 1:26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 

 mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 

 chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,  

1 Corinthians 12:22 … it is much truer that the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary;  

James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 

 kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?   

2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with 

 difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.  

  

 1
st

 Husbands don’t take advantage of SUBMISSIVE wives 

 

 

 

 2
nd

 Husbands don’t take advantage by physical STRENGTH 

 

 

 

 3
rd

 Husbands don’t take advantage of EMOTIONAL sensitivity  

 

 

 
Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.    

 

How do you know you’re bitter?     1-You keep lists   2-You are demeaning   3-You give orders  
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#2 Treat your wife and all women as BREAKABLE   from a vessel 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,  

 

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and 

 kings and the sons of Israel;  

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of 

 God and not from ourselves;  

2 Timothy 2:21 if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, 

 prepared for every good work.  

 

 
 

 1
st

 We are CREATED beings 
Romans 9:21 Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for honorable 

use and another for common use?  
 

 2
nd

 We are ACCOUNTABLE beings 

 

 3
rd

 We are FRAIL beings 

 

 
 

#3 Treat your wife and all women as FEMININE     from a woman 

 
Deuteronomy 22:5 A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for whoever does 

these things is an abomination to the Lord your God.  

 

 

 
 

ONE: AS A MAN, SAFEGUARD ALL WOMEN: ACT LIKE MEN! 
 

TWO: AS A HUSBAND, LEARN TO CHERISH YOUR WIFE 
 

THREE: AS A WOMAN, DON’T RESENT OR RESIST FEMININITY 
 

FOUR: AS A CHRISTIAN, REMEMBER HOW CHRIST TREATED YOU 
 

 

 

Questions for singles and marrieds; 

 Why is it so uncomfortable today to describe women as weaker? 

 In what ways have men become weaker today, and what does it mean for men to ACT LIKE MEN? 

 What does it look like when a husband truly treats his wife as a weaker cherished vessel? 

 How can men treat all women as weaker vessels, yet not compromise their integrity or send the wrong signal? 

 What steps does a single woman need to take to truly be a FEMININE woman?  How about a married woman? 

 Describe a TRUE MASCULINE MAN in every way, physically, mentally, socially, spiritually, emotionally? 

 How can married couples put true masculinity and true femininity on display as a couple? 

 Do you husbands treat your wives tenderly, as breakable and as feminine? Share some examples. 
’ 


