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Dressing to make a difference 
1 Peter 3:3, How Women Point to God with How They Dress 

A Sermon by Chris Mueller 

 

Introduction: 
  

 1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands  

#1 SUBMIT to your own husbands - like Christ SUBMITTED 

 so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word,  

#2 SUBMIT even if your husband is in REBELLION to God 

 they may be won  

#3 Continue HOPING for your husband’s SALVATION  

 without a word by the behavior of their wives, 

#4 Using your ACTIONS over your WORDS 

 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.  

#5 Master TWO BEHAVIORS in particular 

 

 

 

1 No one is allowed to function as the fashion     

 

2 Work on your      before you ever work on externals 

 

3 Seek to understand why a woman’s     can be an issue 
  

 a We live in a     society 
 

 b We live in a     society  
 

 c We live in a     society  

 

 

4 No, out of control men, nor controlling women      

 

#1 Do not allow yourself to think being godly  

   is merely       
 

Matthew 23:25–26 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, 

but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, 

so that the outside of it may become clean also.  

   

Matthew 15:8 This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me.  

  

 

Proverbs 31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.  

  

Proverbs 31:21b For all her household are clothed with scarlet. 22 She makes coverings for herself; Her clothing is fine 

linen and purple.  
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#2 Don’t allow yourself to think being godly is  

   merely a ________ 
 

  1 Too much time 2 Too much world 3 Not enough Christ 
  

Isaiah 3:16–24 Moreover, the Lord said, “Because the daughters of Zion are proud And walk with heads held high 

and seductive eyes, And go along with mincing steps And tinkle the bangles on their feet, 17 Therefore the Lord will 

afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, And the Lord will make their foreheads bare.” 18 In that day the 

Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, headbands, crescent ornaments, 19 dangling earrings, bracelets, 

veils, 20 headdresses, ankle chains, sashes, perfume boxes, amulets, 21finger rings, nose rings, 22festal robes, 

outer tunics, cloaks, money purses, 23 hand mirrors, undergarments, turbans and veils. 24 Now it will come about 

that instead of sweet perfume there will be putrefaction; Instead of a belt, a rope; Instead of well-set hair, a plucked-

out scalp; Instead of fine clothes, a donning of sackcloth; And branding instead of beauty.  
  
  

 

 BRAIDING THE HAIR  
 

 

 JEWELRY  
 
 

 DRESSES  

 
 

 1st Don’t make       statements through your clothing style 

 

 2nd Do demonstrate       in your clothing choices 
1 Timothy 2:9–10 Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with 

braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, 10 but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women 

making a claim to godliness.  

  

 3rd Do point to      and the gospel in your wardrobe 
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 

Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.  

    

 

 

Most Christian women who dress immodestly don’t do so intentionally 
 

You should hate legalism and focusing on secondary issues, but modesty is something God cares about… 
 

Clothing choices will not stop lust Job 31:1 1“I have made a covenant with my eyes; How then could I gaze at a virgin?  
 

The only answer is to turn to Christ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for singles and marrieds; 

 Modesty is an issue for men and women, but why is it more of an issue for women in general to be concerned about?  

 Hairstyle, jewelry and dresses are allowed in scripture, but when do they become a concern, possibly a sin? 

 Who is more responsible for the sin of lust, the man’s heart when he sees or the woman who dresses immodestly? 

 What practical steps will you single men take to not give into lust when surrounded by immodest women? 

 What practical steps will you single woman take to not dress immodestly? 

 Why is it some married women don’t seem to understand the signals their immodest dress is sending out to men? 

 What should a Christian wife do, if her saved or unsaved husband wants her to dress immodestly in public?   
’ 

  


